Records smashed at the Second Half Marathon Relay Challenge for Ethiopia

Club members saw only the heels of College students as records came tumbling when four of the seven teams in the challenge powered home ahead of last year’s winning time of 1.15.32 set by the Rugby team.  Yet again, it was the rugby team who completed the 13.2 mile relay run first but this year in a stunning time of 1.06.08.  This put them within seconds of the fastest UK time of 1.6.03 set by Nick Rose and close to Paula Radcliffe’s fastest time of 1.05.39.  But before you get too excited, remember that this was a relay team of 10 against a solo runner.  
Other teams inside last year’s winning time were Public Services 1 in 1.07.33, Basketball in 1.09.36 and Public Services 2 in 1.14.18.  Equally impressive were the Wet suit Guys who despite running in full wet suits crossed the finishing line in 1.17.17.  Your own Athletics Club also fielded a team of ten with three guest runners who nipped in seconds (1.20.30) ahead the Netball girls (1.20. 54).  Trust us to get one of the few Ethiopian women who don’t run as a member of the team.
The event was planned and organized by students from Cirencester College and devised to combine friendly but competitive running with raising awareness of the achievements of Aspiration Hope club runners in Ethiopia.  Who, with poor nutrition, equipment and training, produce times of international standards.  In fact none of the relay teams were able to meet the day’s challenge to beat the Ethiopian club’s fastest runner Mustefa Yebe’s with a time of 1.0.5.00.  The College together with the Club have been supporting Aspiration Hope’s young runners who all live and try to find work in the capital, Addis Ababa.  We have sent several consignments of shoes and running clothes and been helping with the cost of coaching. 

Although the event focused on team work there was some impressive individual contributions.  Congratulations are due to Mark who rowed the 13.2 mile distance in 1.26.51, Craig who ran the entire distance solo in 1.36.08 and Angus and Leonora with the fastest 500m lap times of 1.8 and 1.10 respectively.  Bill Leggatt was wonderfully consistent and also produced our fastest lap with a time of 1.26.  Our final lap was completed by Ian, Bill, Jane, Colin, Liza, Jenny, Caroline, Fiona and guests Julia and Tigist in 2 15. This was not the slowest lap of all.  There is a prize for the person who guesses the name and the time of the club member who ran the slowest lap recorded lap.  Sadly our new chairman declined to continue the tradition established  by Bob last year whereby he (or she) runs ten consecutive laps in order to give everyone else a tea break.  A challenge for Dave for next year?

 Equally important was the work of Anne Boyd and team whose cake stall raised a life changing £160 to support the Ethiopian Club and Matt 'the Mouth' Christiensen who kept runners and spectators involved and amused with his lively commentary.  Thank you everyone.
Liza Darroch
